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Executive Summary 



This report, prepared in response to legislative session laws 

CHAPTER 398, ARTICLE 2, Sec. 54. 

[REPORT TO COMPARE FEDERAL AND STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW.] 

is in two parts: Part one dealing with comparisons between Minnesota Law and Federal 
IDEA requirements; Part two dealing with similar comparisons for Minnesota education 
rule. Due to the fact that a current revision of Federal rules is in progress, this report 
contains only comparisons with existing Federal law. Each part of the report is page 
numbered independently. The first page of each part of the report lists those laws or rules 
for which Minnesota requirements are consistent with the federal requirement. No 
further reference is made to those sections. 

Each page of the body of the report contains three columns: 

Column one is the exact text of a State statute or rule. 

Column two contains the citation for the matching Federal requirement. 

Column three contains either: 

a) a brief description of the difference, whether the Minnesota requirement 
exceeds or falls short of the Federal requirement and why, or 

b) a statement that there is no analogue in the Federal requirements. 

In instances where Minnesota statute or rule exceeds the Federal requirement or for 
which there is no Federal analogue, the legislature of course has the option of 
maintaining, modifying, or eliminating the Minnesota requirement. In instances where 
the Minnesota statute or rule falls short of the Federal requirement, a decision must be 
made regarding how to proceed to correct the situation. There are three options: 

a) The Legislature may enact a statute to address the issue. 

b) The Legislature may direct the State Board of Education to address the issue, 
or 

c) The Legislature may eliminate the Minnesota requirement which will mean that 
the Federal requirement applies. 

Option "c" does not apply when the Federal requirement is for Minnesota to adopt a 
policy (statute or rule) to cover a specific topic. 
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Estimated costs associated with this report: 



9 meetings, 6-7 participants x 3 hours. Each 

Professional Staff - 222 hours @ $28.75 (salary and fringe) = $ 6,382 

Support Staff - 20 hours @ $15.00 (salary and fringe = 300 

Management Staff @ $ 36.00 (salary and fringe) = 2,376 

Distribution Costs: 

Printing - 1 ,000 copies = $ 2,700 

Mailing - 1 ,000 copies = 1 ,275 

Total: $10,338 
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